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Grade: Easy

Grade: Easy

Combine your stay in wonderful Kyoto with travels over the Central Alps to the historic 
towns of Takayama and Kanazawa. The tour suits people wanting the company of an 
English-speaking guide throughout touring, and the inclusion of all transport and entrance 
fees expenses.

Day 1: Travel from Kyoto Station by train to Nagoya, change trains, 
then traverse the Japanese Alps to Takayama.  An accessible town rich 
in shrine and temple architecture, Takayama has a pleasant, laid-back feel. Get your 
sense of orientation on a tour of Takayama’s main attractions. Visit the Festival Floats 
Exhibition Hall, home to colourful floats which come out annually during one of Japan’s 
most famous festivals. Also visit the Kusakabe Folk Museum, a wonderful example of a 
traditional Japanese villa. Near the end of the day, visit Kami Sannomachi Street and a 
venture past some enticing sake rice wine breweries. The small size of Takayama and its 
friendly inhabitants make the town a great place for evening exploring, and the locale for 
some atmospheric eateries.  

Day 2: Wander through the fascinating morning market, a great place for 
souvenir shopping and for indulging in Japanese snacks. Stroll past rows of beautifully 
preserved wooden houses which make Takayama a treasure chest of atmosphere. Depart 
by vehicle for the Shirakawago area, site of old thatched roof farming houses. These 
architectural wonders are World Heritage listed and are set against a stunning backdrop 
of forested mountains. Have time for photos stops in this scenically beautiful part of 
Japan. Later, take part in a Japanese ‘washi’ paper making experience, before driving to 
Kanazawa. Overnight in this modern, small city with an important history.

Day 3: Explore Kanazawa, a former castle town full of historical attractions. Begin 
with a visit to Kenrokuen Garden, one of Japan’s most famous gardens, and dating to the 
16th century. Also visit quaint Higashi Chaya Street, once the home of geisha courtesans, 
a former samurai house, and some ancient pottery kilns which date to the 17th century. 
By early afternoon, board your train bound for Kyoto. On arrival a drop-off service is 
available to a select number of hotels (alternatively, your guide can tell you how to get 
back to your hotel).

Inclusions Vehicle & train transport  2 nights accommodation (without breakfast) 
 group touring  entrance fees  local English-speaking guide
Note: Speak to your consultant about pick-up and drop-off arrangements

Hiroshima & Kurashiki 
2 days/1 night. Departs:  
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat. Jan 09–Mar 17, Dec 01–Dec 25 
Wed & Sat. Mar 20–Mar 31, May 12–Sep 29 & Nov:  
Tues, Wed & Sat. Apr & Oct
Block-out dates: Apr 29 to May 09 & Aug 10 to Aug 15

 From $1,188pp This compact group tour includes all transport and entrance fees and an English-speaking 
guide, and visits to two of the most interesting towns accessible from Kyoto: Hiroshima 
and Kurashiki. In Hiroshima, visit the sombre yet educational Peace Memorial Museum 
and spend a night in this reinvented city, while in Kurashiki savour the atmosphere of this 
willow flanked canal town, dotted with storehouses, museums and local restaurants.

Day 1: Depart Kyoto for the journey by bullet train to Hiroshima,  
infamously targeted in the world’s first atomic bomb attack. After two hours, arrive in 
this sea-side city and travel across the Seto Sea on a ferry ride to Miyajima Island. 
This tranquil island is home to Itsukushima Shrine, partly comprised of an offshore red 
‘torii’ gate – one of Japan’s most famous and photographed sites. Enjoy the peaceful 
atmosphere of this pretty island, mingle with the wild deer, and sample some Japanese 
snack food. Mid-afternoon, visit the Peace Memorial Museum, dedicated to the events of 
1945 and the aim of a war-free world. A visit to this exceptional museum is a sobering, 
yet educational experience. Also see the famous Peace Memorial Park and a poignant 
cenotaph inscribed with all the known victims of the Hiroshima bomb, and the eerie 
A-Bomb Dome, a tragic city-symbol, left standing in a ruinous state after more than 
60 years. In the evening, explore Hiroshima, a truly ‘reinvented’ city. 

Day 2: Travel by train to Kurashiki. One of the prettiest towns in Japan, Kurashiki 
is famous for its rows of old tiled warehouses and its willow-flanked canals. Wander at 
leisure aside rows of old warehouses and over canal bridges, or sample food from local 
eateries. Kurashiki is famous for its collection of interesting museums, including the Ohara 
Museum, home of magnificent pieces of European art collected by a textile tycoon.  
Later, travel to Okayama town to see Korakuen garden (one of Japan’s most famous 
gardens), built more than 300 years ago under the auspices of a feudal lord. Return to 
Kyoto by Shinkansen. On arrival at Kyoto a drop-off service is available to a select number 
of hotels (alternatively, your guide can tell you how to get back to your hotel).

Inclusions Vehicle & train transport  1 night accommodation (without breakfast)  
 group touring  1 lunch  entrance fees  local English-speaking guide
Note: Speak to your consultant about pick-up and drop-off arrangements

Kyoto can also be used as a base for all-inclusive group touring, to highlight Honshu sights. Both tours below include all  
transport and entrance fees, and the presence of an English-speaking guide during touring. These tours can be combined,  
as there is no double-up across itineraries.

Short group getaways from Kyoto

Takayama, Shirakawago  
& Kanazawa 
3 days/2 nights. Departs: Tues, Thurs & Sat. Jan 05–Mar 01, Dec 02–23 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Mar 02–Dec 01
Block-out dates: Apr 15–18, Apr 29–May 06, Jul 17–21,  
Aug 02, 09, 12–18, 23, 30, Sep 18–20, Oct 09–11, Oct 30–Nov 07

  From $1,562pp

Honshu

Shikoku

Kurashiki

Hiroshima A-Dome

Kanazawa geisha district

Kenrokuen Garden, Kanazawa

per person
01 Dec 10 - 23 Dec 10 $1,562

per person
09 Jan 10 - 25 Dec 10 $1,188
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Small Group Journeys…
Our Small Group Journeys offer a great way to experience Japan’s highlights and some off the  
beaten path gems, while travelling in a small group. You won’t just be a number on a large coach tour 
– with a maximum of 18 people in a group, you are sure to experience authentic Japan.

You will meet local people and experience their culture first hand. When you join one of our  
Small Group Journeys you will also have the combined benefit of our professional English-speaking 
local guides and expert Western tour leaders – quite literally the best of both worlds.

Accommodation is selected based on local knowledge and is well located and comfortable – a place 
to call ‘home’ at the end of a day of touring. Contact us for a full range of Small Group Journeys.  

Ask your travel agent for a free copy of our Small Group Journeys brochure 

or visit us at travelindochina.com.au

VIETNAM CAMBODIA LAOS THAILAND INDIA CHINA TIBET JAPAN

STArT TOkyO  Monday 
END kyOTO  Wednesday 
Operates March to November.

STArT TOkyO  Saturday 
END kyOTO  Saturday 
Operates March to November.

Experience the very best of the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’ on this 10-day 
journey. Enjoy a tea ceremony in Tokyo on a fascinating walking tour, stay 
overnight in a traditional inn near Mount Fuji and explore Kyoto with 
its thriving geisha culture. Travel between major centres on the iconic 
Shinkansen - the bullet train – an unforgettable experience. 

Inclusions: 9 nights accommodation, train travel as specified, all road 
transport by air-conditioned vehicles, all sightseeing as specified, entrance 
fees, luggage transport, Western tour leader based on a minimum of 
10 travellers, local English-speaking guides, arrival and departure transfers 
(on first and last day of tour only), breakfast daily, 1 dinner.

Special Touches 

  Take a carefully planned walking tour that avoids Tokyo’s  
traffic, including time in serene Meiji Jingu Shrine and a traditional 
tea ceremony

  Stay in a tatami mat room at an atmospheric Japanese inn

  Explore fascinating ancient Nara on foot

On this 15-day journey you will discover Japan’s contrasts – from its 
sleek, modern cities to ancient towns and traditional customs. Take 
part in a tea ceremony in Tokyo, see the Toyota manufacturing plant in 
Nagoya, wander through old- world villages in the beguiling Kiso Valley 
and board a scenic train in the bamboo forests near Kyoto.

Inclusions: 14 nights accommodation, train travel as specified, all road 
transport by air-conditioned vehicles, all sightseeing as specified, entrance 
fees, luggage transport, Western tour leader based on a minimum of 
10 travellers, local English-speaking guides, arrival and departure transfers 
(on first and last day of tour only), breakfast daily, 1 dinner. 

Special Touches 

  In Nagoya, gain an insight into Japanese technology with a  
specially-arranged visit to the Toyota manufacturing plant 

  Get ‘off the beaten track’ in the old-world atmosphere of the 
Kiso Valley villages of Magome and Tsumago 

  Enjoy a scenic train ride through bamboo forests near Kyoto

Contact us for departure dates. Contact us for departure dates.

TOkyO  HAkONE  TAkAyAMA  HIrOSHIMA  
 NArA  kyOTO 

TOkyO  HAkONE  kISO VALLEy  TAkAyAMA  kANAZAWA  
 NArA  HIrOSHIMA  kyOTO 

HiGHliGHtS Of JApAn
10 DAYS  From $4,575PP twin SHare

SECrEtS Of JApAn
15 DAYS  From $6,870PP twin SHare
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Booking conditions
Travel Indochina A division of Stella Travel Services (Australia) Pty. Ltd. ABN 84 003 237 296 

The information contained herein is offered to you, the client, by Travel Indochina ABN 84 003 237 296 
(“Travel Indochina”, “we”, “us” or “our”) of 403 George Street, Sydney, NSW, 2000, Australia. 

Important Notes 

The travel industry in developing Asia is still in its infancy. Whilst the freshness of novelty of tourism in these countries is part •	
of the appeal to many visitors, others might see things differently.  It is important to recognise that the level of service and 
standards in some areas, whilst improving, is not yet comparable to service standards in more mature travel destinations.
The information contained in these conditions of reservation (“Conditions of Reservation”) is an invitation to you to travel •	
with us and can only be accepted by us. Once we have accepted your booking and you have paid your deposit there will be a 
legally binding contract between us.
The Conditions of Reservation can only be varied or modified in writing by us. You must not vary or modify the Conditions of •	
Reservation without our prior written agreement.
It is your responsibility to read the Conditions of Reservation carefully and if you do not understand them you must contact •	
your travel agent for further information.

Small Group Journey Conditions of Reservation 
A separate set of Conditions of Reservation governs the operation of Small Group Journeys. 

Please refer to travelindochina.com.au for these conditions, or to our separate Small Group Journeys brochure.

Reservations - Bookings can be made by calling 1300 365 355 or through one of our preferred travel agents.

Deposits & Balance - A deposit of $300 per person is due 7 days after issuance of invoice. For bookings at a value of less 
than $300, full payment is due at time of booking. By paying a deposit it will be understood that you have read and accepted 
these Conditions of Reservation. Your balance is due and payable to Travel Indochina 65 days prior to the scheduled date for 
departure from Australia notified to you in your confirmation of booking. Failure to pay in full by the due date may result in the 
automatic cancellation of your booking without refund of monies paid. Please note that different deposit and payment terms 
may apply to selected products. In these cases terms are made clear in the product description text herein or at the time of 
making a reservation.

Amendments - Once itineraries are requested, with or without deposit on file, one free amendment is allowed. A fee of $60 
is required for every amendment thereafter but the amendment will only be actioned if the deposit is paid. If an amendment is 
requested within 60 days of the scheduled departure date a cancellation fee may also apply.

Late Bookings - Full payment is required at the time of booking within 1 month prior to scheduled departure from Australia. 
Bookings made 7 days or less prior to scheduled departure from Australia will be subject to a late booking fee of $50 per 
application. Please note that we are unable to accept cheques for late bookings.

Same Day Confirmations - Requests for same day confirmation within 14 days of departure will attract an additional 
booking fee of $20.

Minimum/ Land Only Booking Fee - Bookings of 3 nights or less and less than $500 incur the below minimum booking fee. 
No airfares can be booked with Travel Indochina if less than 4 nights (6 nights in the case of some airlines) accommodation have 
been booked. Please check with your consultant at time of booking.

1 night = $50 2 - 3 nights = $35 

Agent Responsibilities - It is the responsibility of the travel agent to ensure that all invoice and itinerary details issued to 
the traveller/s are correct, including airfare taxes. Agents are responsible for queuing passengers’ PNR to Travel Indochina for 
checking and ticketing purposes. PNRs and payment for airfares must be received no later than 7 days prior to Ticketing Time 
Limit imposed by the airline. Travellers must be made aware of amendment and cancellation conditions, and other key terms in 
these Conditions of Reservation. Travel Indochina will not accept responsibility for any additional charges to bookings imposed 
should the above reservation conditions not be met.

Prices & Fluctuation - ‘From’ prices represent low season twin share prices (unless otherwise clearly stated) and include all 
government levies and airport taxes as at the date of publication. Please note that these levies and taxes are subject to change. 
Additionally, due to the unstable nature of the Australian dollar, regrettably currency surcharges may be necessary. Travel 
Indochina will without guarantee try to give clients who have paid deposits a grace period to pay in full in order to avoid any 
surcharge. However, the best way to avoid surcharges is to pay in full as soon as possible. 

Bonus and Honeymoon Offers - These are subject to change and availability.

Cancellation & Refunds - Requests for cancellation of confirmed bookings must be made in writing and will be subject to the 
following cancellation fees applied per person, per confirmed booking: 

For requests for cancellation made more than 60 days before the scheduled date for departure from Australia - the deposit •	
will be forfeited to Travel Indochina
For requests for cancellation made between 30-60 days before the scheduled date for departure from Australia - a •	
cancellation fee of 25% of the travel and booking fee or $300 (whichever is the greater) will be payable
For requests for cancellation made less than 30 days before the scheduled date for departure from Australia - 100% of the •	
travel and booking fee will be payable

Cancellation of air and rail arrangements will be subject to fees charged in accordance with the type of airfare used and airline 
tariff regulations. Refunds will not be given for unused or cancelled services after your tour arrangements have commenced.  

Airfares, Cancellations & Amendments - Prices herein do not include airfares from or to your departing destination.  
Check with your agent for fares with all carriers to Asia. Ask us for the best deals to match your chosen holiday. Separate terms 
and conditions will apply to your airfares. It is your responsibility to carefully read and understand the terms and conditions 
that relate to your airfare and contact the relevant airline if you require further information. Cancellation and refund policies 
associated with airfares vary according to airfare terms and conditions and the relevant airline. Discounted airfares are often 
non-refundable and non-changeable after ticket issue. Depending on the reason for airfare cancellation and the type of 
insurance policy you possess, air cancellation fees may be recoverable from your insurance company.

Insurance - Medical facilities across Asia are often unable to provide the full range of medical services that are available in 
developed countries, making evacuation a requirement in many non-life threatening medical situations. The costs of evacuation 
as well as international standard care are extremely high. In the most serious emergencies, travellers may not be capable of 
authorising payment for an appropriate medical response that is urgently required. This may delay or prevent the provision of 
critical and possibly life-saving medical attention. For these reasons, regardless of the type of your holiday arrangements, we 
strongly recommend that you take out travel insurance at the time of booking. It is a condition of travel on our Small Group 
Journeys you possess travel insurance.

Note that travel insurance ‘attached’ to credit cards is often limited in scope (e.g. not covering serious medical, repatriation or 
evacuation expenses) and in any case is usually effective only if travel arrangements have been purchased with the card. Please 
note also that government regulations in Asia do not always require or enforce the possession of liability insurance by hotels, 
transport and other suppliers. Even when insurance is in place, it can be for very limited coverage only. Travel Indochina does 
its best to work with suppliers who possess liability insurance, however it is not always possible to find and contract with such 
suppliers. Contact your travel agent to organise insurance for your holiday.

Special Needs - If you have special travelling needs, you are obliged to make us aware of these at the time of booking request.

Bedding Configuration - Requests for specific bedding types must be made at the time of booking. We may not always be 
able to accommodate your needs, depending on the room types available at particular hotels. Note that double rooms can be 
fitted with either double or twin beds, and note also that single rooms are often smaller than other rooms. Triple rooms usually 
comprise a twin bed room with an additional sofa bed, roll-away bed or a fold-away bed for a third person, and can sometimes 
be crowded.

Travelling with Children - Where a child stays for free in a room sharing with two paying adults, generally the hotel will 
expect the child to share the parent’s bed and will not provide an extra bed. Additional charges may be levied for child meals. 
Where a child rate is provided in this brochure, an extra roll or fold-away bed is usually provided. Children are charged an adult 
rate if staying in a room without adults.

Documents - Travel documents will be issued after final payment has been received and are normally sent two weeks prior to 
departure.

Consumer Claims - We strive to ensure your arrangements are delivered smoothly, however there are times when problems 
arise on the ground. You should first try to resolve service problems with the provider of the service. If the problem cannot 
be resolved you should contact the emergency contacts provided in your detailed itinerary. If you fail to take these steps you 
may be affecting your recourse for a future claim. If a problem is not resolved during your journey you should send us written 
correspondence detailing the nature of your complaint as well as the efforts you went to resolve the problem while in Asia. 
Please send this correspondence to us, with supporting documentation, via your travel agent, within 30 days of the date of 
service delivery. We will not consider claims made after this period.

Destination Advice - Travel Indochina destinations are at various stages of economic development. Whilst most 
accommodation and transport utilised in the programs meet international standards, the destinations themselves sometimes 
do not provide infrastructure of the same standard as Australia. Specifically roads, wharves, hospital facilities and other 
infrastructure may be below western standards. Travellers should check with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (www.
dfat.gov.au or phone 1300 555 135) for the latest advice about a particular destination. Please ensure that you are aware of 
health and entry/exit requirements that may apply to places you are visiting and check with the World Health Organisation at 
www.who.int. You are responsible for meeting any requirements recommended by these websites.

Visas for Australian Passport Holders
China, India and Vietnam - must be acquired prior to departure •	
Brunei, Cambodia and Laos - can be obtained on arrival at international airports or land borders•	
Japan - temporary visitor visas are issued on arrival•	
Thailand - not required, provided stay is less than 30 days•	
Malaysia - not required, provided stay is less than 60 days•	
Singapore - not required, provided stay is less than 90 days•	

Your Travel Agent or Travel Indochina can assist you with acquiring visas, however, the timely acquisition of a valid visa and other 
official travel documents remains your responsibility. It is highly recommended that you allow a minimum of 10 working days 
for each visa application. Please note if you leave and re-enter any country that requires a visa you may need to obtain a double 
entry visa for that country. Please also note that most countries in Asia insist that passports are valid for at least six months after 
date of entry into Asia.

Liability Disclaimer - To the extent permitted by law and subject to the statutory warranties referred to below, Travel 
Indochina:

does not guarantee the accuracy of, and disclaims all liability for any inaccuracies relating to the information contained herein a)	
including, without limitation, descriptions of accommodation, photographs and general product and service descriptions, 
much of which is provided by the respective suppliers
disclaims all warranties, terms and conditions with regard to such information, products and services, including all implied b)	
warranties, and conditions, of suitable quality, fitness for a particular purpose, title, and non-infringement
excludes liability (whether that liability arises under contract, tort (including negligence) or statute) for any special, indirect c)	
or consequential loss or damage (including without limitation loss of revenue and loss of, or damage to, data) suffered or 
incurred in connection with use of the information contained herein or your participation in a journey
in relation to all other loss or damage, limits its liability to a maximum of the cost of the journey bookedd)	
disclaims all liability and will make no refund in the event of any delay, cancellation, overbooking, strike, force majeure or e)	
other cause beyond its direct control and will have no responsibility for any additional expense, omissions, delays, re-routing 
or acts of any government or authority

Travel Indochina acts as contractor only for the persons or companies providing or offering the means of travel conveyance, 
transport, accommodation or other services (‘Suppliers’) and all receipts, tickets, vouchers and coupons are issued subject to 
the terms and conditions under which such transportation and services are offered by such persons. Some of these Suppliers 
limit or exclude their liability, and action against these Suppliers may be subject to international convention between countries. 
To the extent permitted by law, Travel Indochina excludes all liability in respect of any acts, errors, omissions, representations, 
warranties, breaches or negligence of any such suppliers or for any personal injury, death, property damage or other expenses 
resulting from the supply of goods or services by these Suppliers or by any third party. 

The inclusion or offering of any products or services herein do not constitute any endorsement or recommendation of such 
products or services by us.

You are solely responsible for the suitability of any travel services which you purchase from or through Travel Indochina. In 
particular, we are not liable for any inconvenience caused or expense incurred as a result of any unsuitability of travel services. 

These Conditions of Reservation must be read subject to any statutory provisions. If such statutory provisions apply to limit 
the disclaimer referred to above, to the extent that Travel Indochina is entitled to do so, the liability of Travel Indochina will be 
limited at its option to:

in the case of supply of goods, the replacement of the goods, or supply of equivalent goods, the payment of the costs of the a)	
replacing the goods or requiring the goods, the payment of the cost of having the goods repaired, or the repair of the goods
in the case of services, the supply of the services again, or the payment of the cost of having the services performed againb)	

Indemnity - You agree to indemnify, and keep indemnified, Travel Indochina and any of its officers, directors, employees and 
agents from and against any claims, causes or action, demands, recoveries, losses, damages, fines, penalties or other costs or 
expenses or any kind arising out of our in relation to any action, inaction or omission by you including, without limitation, your 
breach of:

these Conditions of Reservationa)	
any laws or the rights of a third partyb)	

Our Privacy Policy - You consent to our processing personal information about you and other members of your party. We will 
hold your name, address and any other details you supply us with on our database. This information will be used to make your 
travel arrangements and to send you information about Travel Indochina. In order to make your travel arrangements we will 
need to pass your details to companies and individuals outside Australia, where less stringent data protection controls may be in 
place. We will not pass on your details to any third parties that are not responsible for your travel arrangements.

Errors & Omissions - We reserve the right to correct any errors in rates quoted or calculated for any service, with immediate 
effect. We will use our reasonable endeavours to notify you of such corrections.

Governing Law - These Conditions of Reservation are governed by the laws of New South Wales, Australia. You herby submit 
to the exclusive jurisdiction of New South Wales’ courts in all disputes or any other action arising out of or in relation to these 
Conditions of Reservation or any journey.

Assignment - We may, and you may not, assign, convey, subcontract or delegate any rights, duties or obligations hereunder. 

Performance of these Conditions of Reservation by us, our affiliates and suppliers is subject to existing laws in New South Wales, 
Australia and any destination of your journey. Nothing contained in these Conditions of Reservation is in derogation of the right 
or requirement to comply with law enforcement requests or requirements relating to your journey or information provided to or 
gathered by us in relation to your journey. 

If any part of these Conditions of Reservation is determined to be invalid or unenforceable pursuant to applicable law then the 
invalid or unenforceable provision will be deemed superseded by a valid, enforceable provision that most closely reflects the 
intent of the original provision and the agreement shall continue in effect. Travel Indochina reserves the right to change the 
terms, conditions, and notices contained herein and will use its reasonable efforts to notify you of any material change.

Any rights not expressly granted herein are reserved.

All contents of the publication are © 2010 Stella Travel Services (Australia) Pty Ltd ACN 003 237 296. Except as permitted 
under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this publication may be reproduced, copied, stored or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 
Travel Indochina is a trademark of Stella Travel Services (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
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